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Deepwater Horizon Incident, Gulf of Mexico
Region 6 REOC Update

 
Subject:                      Region 6 Update # 106
                                    Deepwater Horizon Incident, Gulf of Mexico
Date:                           September 7, 2010
To:                              Incident Command
Thru:                          Planning Section
From:                         Situation Unit
Reporting Period:     September 2, 2010 1300 – September 7, 2010 1300

 

 
1. Background

Site Name: Deepwater Horizon Incident   FPN#: N10036
Mobilization Date: 4/27/2010   Start Date: 4/28/2010

 
2. Current Situation 

2.1       USCG Incident Command Post (Houma, LA)
On 9/3, EPA Data Managers performed updates the NOAA to Scribe formatting tool, presented database management properties and related queries to
Mobile ICP Environmental Unit Staff, and published requested updates to the NOAA Scribe database
On 9/3, EPA coordinated with the Houma ICP GIS Unit to provide the EPA Scribe database, subscriptions to various Scribe projects, and basic Scribe
training to aid in reporting at the Houma ICP     
On 9/3, EPA began transitioning from the Houma ICP (HICP) to the New Orleans UAC   EPA demobilized from Houma on 9/4 and transitioned to UAC
on 9/5   EPA will still maintain its coordination efforts with the HICP

2.2  USCG Area Command Post (New Orleans, LA)
On 9/2, EPA supported clarification of the selection and use of media-specific benchmarks for the weekly metrics
On 9/2, EPA attended a meeting of the academic community at Tulane University, which was facilitated by NOAA   Approximately 80 individuals
attended   Questions focused on what sampling had been done, access to boats for collection of data, and research funding   Recommendations focused on
the natural resource damage assessment phase and research  Response-related questions concerned the amount of sampling conducted in Lake
Pontchartrain   The BP representative stated that BP has committed $500 million dollars over the next 10 years for research  A request for research
proposals to be funded by this money is expected to be released in the near future
On 9/2, EPA reviewed and distributed the draft Operational Science Advisory Team (OSAT) guidelines   On 9/5 and 9/6, EPA attended an OSAT meeting
with USCG, NOAA, USGS, BP, and the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE) regarding the oil and dispersant
detection sampling and monitoring plan, which addresses dispersant benchmarks and markers and sample location rationale   On 9/5 and 9/6, EPA Data
Managers assisted the OSAT meeting by locating historical map products and producing a table of summary data
On 9/5 and 9/6, EPA provided Vietnamese translation services to the Houma UC, including a USFWS Fact sheet of the “Natural Resource Damage
Assessment and Restoration Program”
On 9/6, EPA was informed that BP located the RCRA 3007 Request and was working on the response
On 9/6, EPA discussed transition and downsizing with UAC   The previously approved plan was provided   UAC inquired on how EPA Region 4 was
planning to integrate or if EPA Region 6 would be covering for EPA Region 4   EPA Region 6 was has coordinated with Region 4 on whether or not they
plan to staff the New Orleans UAC post transition
The implementation of the EPA transition plan is underway   Eleven personnel will be demobilized in accordance with planned downsizing

2.3  Field Activities
Samples Collected: 

Type Chalmette Venice Grand Isle Special Ops Waste Total for 9/2 – 9/6 Cumulative Total

Water 0 11 0 8 0 19 1036

Sediment 0 9 0 6 0 15 242
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Oil/Mousse 0 0 0 0 0 0 56

Waste 0 0 0 0 0 0 54

Summa Canisters 2 2 2 0 9 15 1087

PQ200 Filters 0 0 0 0 0 0 887

PUF 2 2 2 0 0 6 236

 
Fixed Air Monitoring/Sampling Stations:  

ID Location City, State Equipment Type

C05 Fire Station No  11 Hopedale, LA 1,2,3

GI08 Air Sampling House Grand Isle, LA 1,2,3

V03 Welding Supply Co Boothville, LA 1,2,3

 
Equipment used at Fixed Air Location:

Equipment Type Equipment Monitor/Sample Duration/Type

1 Summa Canister Sample VOCs 24 Hr/ Composite

2 EBAM Monitor PM 10 24-Hr / 1 hour averages

3 High Volume PUF Sample SVOCs 24 Hr / Composite
                                                                                                                                                              
Observed Issues:

·         No air monitoring data gaps or exceedences were noted for this reporting period
·         On 9/6, the Air Monitoring Team completed air sampling once every three days   Beginning on 9/7, air sampling will be conducted once every six
days
·         Air monitoring at all locations was completed at 1200 hours on 9/6   Air monitoring equipment was disassembled and demobilized from the site

 
Explanation of Past Exceedences/Data Gaps:

·         All past data gaps and exceedences have been resolved

 
Description of Field Operations:

·         Special (Western Louisiana Coast) Water Operations Team
o   On 9/2, the Special Water Operations Team collected 2 water column samples and 2 sediment samples from 2 locations west of Terrebonne Bay     
o   On 9/3, the Special Water Operations Team collected 2 mid-column water samples, 1 near bottom water sample, and 2 sediment samples from
locations east of Grand Isle, LA on the Gulf side
o   On 9/4, the Special Water Operations Team collected 1 mid-column water sample, 1 near bottom water sample, and 1 sediment sample from a
location south of Grand Isle, LA
o   On 9/5, the Special Water Operations Team did not conduct sampling operations   The team prepared equipment and supplies for the last day of
Grand Isle sampling and the move west  
o   On 9/6, the Special Water Operations Team collected 1 mid-column water sample and 1 sediment sample from a location in Terrebonne Bay
o   From 9/2 to 9/6, the Special Water Operations Team did not observe oil or sheen during sampling operations   The team did not conduct Wetland
Observation Photo documentation during this reporting period

 
·         Venice Water Operations Team

o   On 9/2, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 1 water column sample and 1 sediment sample from a location along the Mississippi River
near the Main Pass   
o   On 9/3, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 1 mid-column water sample and 1 sediment sample from a location near the eastern shoreline
of Plaquemines Parish   The team also collected 1 mid-column water sample, 1 near bottom water column sample, and 1 sediment sample from a location
south of Venice
o   On 9/4, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 1 mid-column water sample and 1 sediment sample from a location north of Grand Bay in
Plaquemines Parish   The team also collected 1 mid-column water sample, 1 near bottom water sample, and 1 sediment sample from a location near the
eastern shoreline of Plaquemines Parish
o   On 9/5, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 2 mid-column water samples and 2 sediment samples from locations near the Chandeleur
Islands   
o   On 9/6, Venice Water Operations Crew collected 2 mid-column water samples and 2 sediment samples from locations near the eastern shoreline of
Plaquemines Parish   
o   From 9/2 to 9/6, the Venice Water Operations Team did not observe oil or sheen during sampling operations   The team did not conduct Wetland
Observation Photo documentation during this reporting period

 
·         Waste Sampling and Assessment Team

o   On 9/2, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team collected 1 liquid waste sample from the Newpark Barge in Venice, LA   Split samples were
collected for both AECOM and Newpark   The team also collected a solid waste sample (PPE, hard boom, and soft boom) and a liquid waste sample
(decon and rain water stored in a frac tank) from the BP Venice Waste Staging Facility
o   On 9/3, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team collected 1 solid waste sample (PPE, hard boom, and soft boom) from the BP Hopedale Waste
Staging Facility   The site manager indicated that the site is managing very little liquid waste   The team inspected the decon and rainwater tanks and
observed the tanks did not contain enough liquids to sample
o   On 9/4, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team collected 1 liquid waste sample (decon and rain water stored in frac tanks) and 1 solid waste
sample (PPE, hard boom, and soft boom) from the BP Grand Isle Waste Staging Facility
o   On 9/5, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team collected 1 liquid waste sample (decon and rain water stored in frac tanks) and 1 solid waste
sample (PPE, hard boom, and soft boom) from the BP Cocodrie Waste Staging Facility   
o   On 9/6, Waste Sampling and Assessment Team collected 1 solid waste sample (PPE, hard boom, and soft boom) from the BP Lafitte Waste Staging
Facility   The waste staging facility managers stated that the facility might close operations at the end of September   Additional facilities slated for
closure are St  Mary, Montegut, and Cameron

      



 
2.4     Water Quality Protection Division Update

A Water Quality Protection Division Update was not provided for this reporting period

3. EPA ASSETS
3.1 Current Assets Deployed

Activated in Dallas, TX
REOC activated
SRICT activated
RRT activated

Resources:

Personnel

Dallas,
TX

New
Orleans,
LA

Houma,
LA

Chalmette,
LA

Harahan,
LA

Venice,
LA

Grand
Isle,
LA TOTALS

EPA         

  -   OSC 4 2   1 1 1 9

  -   RSC 5 3   1   9

  -   Other 1       1

START 5 2  6 4 6 5 28

TOTAL 15 7  6 6 7 6 47

                

Equipment

Dallas,
TX  

New
Orleans
LA

Houma,
LA

Chalmette,
LA

Harahan,
LA

Venice,
LA

Grand
Isle,
LA TOTALS

Mobile
Office
Trailer     1  2 1 4

Satellite     1    1

Boat       1 1 2
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